Hertfordshire County Council
 Summer Social Connections event grant application 2026


APPLICATION FORM

This small grant programme has been set up for local organisations and groups within the Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise sector, as well as for parish and town councils in Hertfordshire, to contribute towards the cost of hosting community events and social celebrations from the beginning of July to the end of October 2026 , providing celebration opportunities this summer for all.  This funding could cover venue and food/energy costs for social events, including transport to and from venues for those who struggle with mobility, or who are isolated, with the events helping to bring people together and reduce loneliness whilst combatting food poverty at the same time. 
The aim of these social events is to support residents with the cost of living by reaching out to communities across the county and reaching those in most need to connect with others and to socialise in a safe, welcoming environment.

You can apply if your organisation is a:
· Voluntary or community organisation
· Registered charity
· Constituted group or club
· Community interest company (CIC)
· Town and Parish Councils
· Faith organisation
We cannot accept applications from:
· Individuals
· Organisations that are aimed at generating profits
· Schools
· Activities taking place outside of Hertfordshire
You can spend the funding on:
· Social events (bringing people together)
· Energy bills (gas and electric)
· Premises/ venue /hire costs
· Volunteer celebrations and expenses
· Expenses for food and light refreshments (to be held in a social/community setting)
· Community events and activities that bring people together to tackle loneliness and help them to connect with others.
You cannot spend the funding on:
· Statutory activities
· Dining in restaurants
· Political or religious activities
· Work functions
· Staffing
· Individual hampers
· Vouchers
Data Protection:
In completing this form, you understand that Hertfordshire County Council has a requirement to process your personal data.

Hertfordshire County Council will only ever process your personal data where it has a clear lawful basis for doing so in full compliance with data protection legislation – UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act (2018).

We will always ensure security and confidentiality of your personal data.


	Name of group/ organisation
	

	Applicant Name	
	

	District / town
	

	Postcode
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	What is the social event/celebration?
Where will the event take place? Please provide details of the venue.
Please provide proposed date of event and postcode of the location.
	

	What does your organisation/group do?
We really want to know more about your organisation/group and how you will connect people to each other.

	

	What will happen at the event/celebration 

This is your opportunity to tell us more about the event
Try to be as specific as you can about what it is you will do, how you will do it and when you will do it.
(Max 250 words)
		Reduced experiences of material deprivation
	Reduced need for emergency food parcels
	Increased access to appropriate and quality advice services
	Increased savings
	Reduction in priority debt
	Maximisation of individuals’ incomes
	Decreased need for Crisis Payments and Housing Payments
	Reduction in feelings of loneliness

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Does your event meet any of the below? Please write ‘yes’ in relevant categories

	Who and approximately how many people will benefit? 
We are interested in knowing who (not individual names) and approximately how many people your event/activity offer will benefit. 
please complete tables on the right.

Please note, if provided a grant, a spreadsheet will be provided to capture actual grant data. Figures will be expected within 14 days of your proposed event. Failure to do so may affect future funding opportunities.
		Number of children supported
	Number of pensioners supported
	Number of disabled people supported
	Number of other individuals supported

	
	
	
	




	Number supported who are employed
	Number supported who are unemployed
	Number Supported Unknown employment status

	
	
	




	Number supported on benefits
	Number supported not on benefits
	Number Supported unknown benefits status

	
	
	




	How will your event/activity help to reduce feelings of loneliness and isolation? How will you promote your celebration and bring people together?
(Max 200 words)
	



	What is the total cost of your event/activity ?
This is the amount that your event/activity will cost in full.
 This grant funding can be used to cover 100% of your offer costs (up to the £500 limit), or just a portion of your costs.
	

	What will this funding cover?

Please tick all the categories that this funding will cover, in respect of your community event and a breakdown of costs for each element.

	☐	Social event /celebration – Total amount = 

	
	☐	Venue costs/energy costs – amount =

	
	☐	Essential travel costs for those in need – amount =

	
	☐	Volunteer expenses – amount =

	
	☐	Refreshments/food in a social setting – amount =

	
	☐	Activities– amount =

	
	☐	Cultural festivities to promote community cohesion – amount =

	How much money are you requesting (between £50 and £500) and how will it be spent by the end of October 2026?


	







	Name:

	     

	Position in organisation:

	      

	Date:
	



Please return your application to tracy.webber@hertfordshire.gov.uk by 30th June 2026, Grant applications are reviewed up to this date on a rolling basis . Please be advised that grant funds are limited and we cannot guarantee that funds will still be available by the final deadline. Completing this application form does not guarantee the awarding of a grant. An offer letter will be sent to you if your application is approved.



