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Summary of consultation activities

1 Introduction 

Stevenage  Borough  Local  Plan  
 

Local  Development  Scheme  2025  

What is a Local Development Scheme? 

1.1  The  Local  Development  Scheme  (LDS)  is  the  timetable  for  writing  the  Local  Development  
Documents,  including  Development  Plan  Documents  for  Stevenage.   The  current  LDS  by  Stevenage  
Borough  Council  came  into  effect  on  10  June  2025.   

Why have you produced a new Local Development Scheme? 

1.2  This  document  is  an  update  of  the  LDS  approved  by  the  Council  in  November  2024.  The  Council  
has  a  statutory  obligation  to  publish  an  up-to-date  LDS.  

1.3  The  update  is  required  to  reflect  amendments  to  the  timetable  of  specific  Development  Plan  
Documents  and  to  give  details  on  the  production  of  several  Supplementary  Planning  Documents  which  
will  be  developed  and  adopted  to  add  guidance  to  policies  within  the  Stevenage  Borough  Local  Plan  
(adopted  2019).  Following  their  adoption,  the  SPDs  will  become  a  'material  consideration'  to  help  us  
determine  planning  applications.  

Where will I find your Local Plan? 

1.4  The  Local  Plan,  can  be  found  on  our  website:  https://www.stevenage.gov.uk/planning-and-building-
control/planning-policy/local-plan/stevenage-borough-local-plan  

1.5  We  prepared  an  appropriate  and  proportionate  evidence  base  to  support  the  Local  Plan.  Please  see  
the  Council's  website  https://www.stevenage.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-
plan/evidential-studies  

1.6  The  Local  Plan  and  evidence  base  was  assessed  by  an  independent  Planning  Inspector  at  
Examination.  Details  can  be  found  here:  https://www.stevenage.gov.uk/planning-and-building-
control/planning-policy/local-plan/examination-of-our-local-plan-2011-2031  

1.7  When  consultations  are  'live'  you  will  be  able  to  comment  online  via  the  Borough  Council  website:  
https://www.stevenage.gov.uk/have-your-say/planning-policy-consultations  
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Summary of consultation activities

Are you preparing any documents to support the Local Plan? 

1.8  The  Council  prepared  two  rounds  of  consultation  on  an  Area  Action  Plan  (AAP)  for  the  Railway  
Station.  As  a  Development  Plan  Document  (DPD),  this  would  have  become  part  of  the  Development  
Plan  for  Stevenage,  and  would  have  been  subject  to  statutory  consultation  and  examination.  

1.9  After  reviewing  Stevenage’s  Local  Plan  during  the  Hold  Direction,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  
Housing,  Communities  and  Local  Government  (MHCLG)  asked  Stevenage  Borough  Council  to  
prepare  an  Area  Action  Plan  (AAP)  for  Stevenage  Station  Gateway  Area  to  support  Policy  TC4:  
Station  Gateway  Major  Opportunity  Area.   This  is  a  limited  area  within  the  wider  Stevenage  Central  
area.   

1.10  The  production  of  the  AAP  came  about  as  a  result  of  discussions  with  MHCLG  following  the  
Holding  Direction  placed  on  the  Stevenage  Borough  Local  Plan.  The  Council  was  instructed  to  produce  
an  Area  Action  Plan  for  the  railway  station  area  (within  the  TC3  and  TC4  Major  Opportunity  Areas's  
designated  in  the  Local  Plan)  to  detail  policies  for  an  extended  and  regenerated  train  station  and  
surrounding  development  opportunities.   It  also  acts  as  a  catalyst  for  developers  interested  in  supporting  
this  key  part  of  the  Plan.  

1.11  The  latest  version  of  the  AAP,  the  Preferred  Options  Report  produced  January  2023,  discussed  
key  concepts  and  high  level,  strategic  options  and  scenarios  around  Stevenage  Railway  Station,  in  
order  to  enable  potential  future  development  that  could  take  place.   It  did  not  suggest  specific  proposals  
for  Stevenage  Railway  Station  or  relating  to  Lytton  Way  which  would  ultimately  be  subject  to  the  
planning  application  process.  

1.12   In  light  of  the  need  for  a  revised  approach  to  updating  and  reviewing  the  Local  Plan,  officers  
considered  their  options  to  progress  the  AAP,  in  light  of  the  need  to  review  the  Local  Plan:  
  Continue  (as  per  the  current  Local  Development  Scheme  but  with  revised  timescales)  to  produce  the  

final  version  of  the  AAP,  consult  and  then  submit  to  the  Planning  Inspectorate  ahead  of  Examination  
in  Public  and  anticipated  adoption  of  the  AAP,  separate  to  the  Local  Plan  Review.   

  Combine  the  work  already  undertaken  on  the  AAP  with  the  emerging  Local  Plan  Review  and  
incorporate  into  one  combined  process  up  to  Examination  in  Public  and  anticipated  adoption  of  the  
revised  Local  Plan  (including  an  updated  Policy  TC4  and  /  or  new  section  on  Opportunity  Areas  /  
Station  Gateway  Area).  

1.13  Normal  practice  for  the  review  of  a  Local  Plan  is  to  commence  a  partial  review  and  update  of  
a  Local  Plan,  5  years  post  adoption.   It  would  be  appropriate  to  incorporate  the  emerging  Area  
Action  Plan  into  this  partial  review.   This  approach  would  also  provide  opportunity  for  the  review  to  
bring  the  Local  Plan  up  to  date  with  wider  drivers  for  change  such  as  climate  change,  sustainable  
travel,  health  and  wellbeing  and  digital  engagement.   

1.14  It  was  agreed  with  Counsel  that  there  should  be  a  two-stage  process  to  reviewing  the  
Stevenage  Borough  Local  Plan,  given  the  position  the  local  authority  finds  itself  regarding  the  age  
of  the  current  Local  Plan  coming  close  to  5  years  since  adoption:  

Stage 1: Local Plan – Review and Partial Update 
Stage 2: Local Plan – New Plan 
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Summary of consultation activities

1.15  The  Stevenage  Borough  Council  Executive  agreed  in  July  2023  that  officers  could  progress  
with  undertaking  a  partial  review  and  update  of  the  Local  Plan,  which  will  incorporate  the  evidence  
gathered  from  the  two  rounds  of  consultation  on  the  AAP.   This  will  allow  the  evidence  base  
already  gathered  through  the  two  rounds  of  consultation  to  form  an  updated  and  much  clearer  
policy  direction  for  Policy  TC4  of  the  Local  Plan  as  well  as  potential  other  policies  of  the  plan,  in  
accordance  with  wider  strategic  updates  and  objectives,  including  the  continued  requirement  to  
tackle  the  Climate  Change  agenda  and  promoting  sustainable  and  active  travel  across  the  
Borough.  

1.16  This  approach  to  review  of  the  Stevenage  Local  Plan  would  be  beneficial  in  meeting  
Government  requirements  to  undertake  a  review  by  2025,  updating  strategic  elements.  

1.17  We  review  the  need  for  additional  guidance  continually.  It  is  not  a  requirement  for  
Supplementary  Planning  Documents  to  be  included  in  the  LDS  but  we  are  including  details  of  a  
number  of  proposed  SPDs  in  this  updated  LDS  to  ensure  that  developers  are  aware  of  what  
additional  guidance  will  come  into  force  in  the  short-medium  term  future.   

What about the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)? 

1.18  We  adopted  a  Community  Infrastructure  Levy  Charging  Schedule.  This  was  adopted  by  Council  
decision  in  January  2020  and  we  started  implementing  the  CIL  Charging  Schedule  on  1  April  2020.  This  
means  that  any  planning  permission  granted  on  or  after  1  April  2020  is  liable  for  a  CIL  charge.  Money  
collected  through  CIL  receipts  will  be  used  to  fund  much  needed  infrastructure  within  the  borough.   

1.19  Given  the  length  of  time  since  the  CIL  was  originally  implemented  in  April  2020,  there  is  a  need  to  
undertake  a  review  of  CIL  charging  rates  and  land  uses  that  command  a  CIL  charge,  to  accord  with  
changes  in  price  indexation  as  well  as  changing  development  viability  and  practice.   

1.20  It  is  not  a  requirement  to  include  any  timetable  for  implementing  CIL  in  the  LDS.  However,  the  
adoption  of  the  CIL  CS  it  is  shown  for  completeness.   

Will the timetable change again? 

1.21  Timetables  associated  with  Development  Plan  Documents  and  Local  Development  Documents  are  
subject  to  change.  However,  as  with  any  planning  document  requiring  consultation  and  submission  to  
the  Planning  Inspectorate  for  Examination,  progress  is  dependent  on  the  level  of  public  consultation  and  
the  availability  of  Inspectors  to  run  an  independent  public  Examination.  We  will  do  our  best  to  comply  
with  the  timetable  but  this  is  not  always  within  our  control.   

What if I have other questions? 

1.22  If  you  have  questions  about  the  contents  of  this  Stevenage  LDS  or  about  the  Local  Plan,  please  
address  them  to:  Planning  Policy  Team  Stevenage  Borough  Council  SG1  1HN  or  e-mail  
Planning.Policy_SBC@stevenage.gov.uk    

5 



     

 
 
 

 
 

 
    

 
            

       
 
 

  

 

Summary of consultation activities

2 Stevenage Document Profiles 

Stevenage Borough Local Plan (including Policies Map and Stevenage Station Gateway Area 
Action Plan) Review and Partial Update 
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Summary of consultation activities

Stevenage Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule (Revised) 
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Summary of consultation activities

Stevenage Statement of Community Involvement 
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Summary of consultation activities

Supplementary Planning Documents 

Parking SPD 
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Summary of consultation activities

The Impact of Development on Biodiversity SPD 
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Summary of consultation activities

Developer Contributions SPD 
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Summary of consultation activities

Design Guidance SPD 
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Summary of consultation activities

Stevenage Borough Local Plan (New Plan) 
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Planning Applications

3 Local Plan and Community Infrastructure Levy Timetable 
Local Development Scheme Gantt Chart 
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