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UK Covid-19 Position

* Confirmed cases have seen a substantial decrease throughout England in the
last week, including across all Hertfordshire districts and boroughs and all our
neighbouring areas: Bedfordshire and Luton, Essex and London

e 7 day rolling daily average hospital admission for Covid-19 patients on 18 Jan
was 4,136, up 61.0% in three weeks from 2,569 on 29 Dec

e 7 day rolling daily average Coronavirus-related deaths stood at 1,129 on 18
Jan - more than double (104.9%) from 551 on 30 Dec

* The latest England ‘R’ rate on 15 Jan has decreased to 1.1-1.3
* The East of England ‘R’ rate is slightly lower at 1.0-1.3

Cases, Admissions & Vaccines update daily (4pm) https://coronavirus.data.qov.uk

R rate updates every Friday afternoon www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-number-in-the-uk
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Local & National Epidemiology

In the last week cases across
Hertfordshire & our
neighbouring areas have
started to decline
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* Stevenage and Welwyn Hatfield’s case rate are now up with Broxbourne, Watford and Hertsmere rates

* The downward trend across all area is now expected to continue for the next 4 weeks whilst lockdown contigl;es
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Stevenage confirmed cases by MSOA

https://hcc-phei.shinyapps.io/covid19_public_dashboard
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Stevenage confirmed cases by Age

https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/cases?areaType=Itla&areaName=Stevenage
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«  Of particular concern is the rate among 90+ which continue at a rate over 1,200

* The rate among the 85-90 has started to come down but is still high

Rolling

rate

800

This heat graph from the
PHE daily data update
shows rate by 5 year age
group from the star of
Nov to 13 Jan in
Stevenage

It is clear that throughout
December rates in all
age groups have risen
significantly

The case rate in the
latest week have started
to come down, though
still above 800 so staying
in the dark purple range
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Hertfordshire Covid-19 Related Deaths

www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard
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There has been a >100% increase in Covid-
19 related deaths in Hertfordshire in the
most recent week that data is available, up
to 160 between 2-8 Jan, the previous week
had 78 deaths

This includes 7 Stevenage residents,
bringing the total for the town to 89 and a
rate per 100,000 of 101.3, the second lowest
in the county

Stevenage has now had 29 deaths since the
start of October, the lowest in the county

The affects of the latest national lockdown
on death figures will likely not be seen for
another few weeks

It will likely take until February at the earliest
before we start to see the impact of
vaccination programme on mortality
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National Update

Lockdown seems to be having a positive effect particularly in London and the
South East

All UK travel corridors now closed in face of new variants. People entering the
UK will need to self-isolate and provide a negative test

Travellers from a number of countries in South America and Portugal will no
longer be granted access to the UK

Studies show that immunity post infection can persist for up to 5 months

Additional £10M to assist with accommodating rough sleepers and ensuring
they are registered with a GP so they can be vaccinated

Opposition day debate has been called in the House of Commons on the issue
of prolonging the Universal Credit uplift
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UK Vaccinations Statistics — 18th Jan

Breakdown by Region of Residence - Provisional

Cumulative Total

Region of residence 1st dose 2nd dose Doses to Date
Total 3,520,056 427,386 3,947,442
East Of

ENGland 7008 St N T 2135
ReTy el N SR 367,209 ... 50,016] | 417,225
MIAIANAS e 681,042 .. 65,445 | 746,487
North East And

YOrKSOIF o108 [ I T o813l
NOTth WesSt e 80,2270 60,918 | 541,145
SOUEN Bt 578,287\ ... 74,083 | 652,350
South West 409,060 52,732 461,792

« 2,700 sites now offering vaccinations including seventeen regional mass vaccinations centres
« Over-70s and “clinically extremely vulnerable” people to start to receive offers of a vaccine this

week |
* 24 hour vaccination sites to be piloted
Stevgnage

BOROUGH COUNCIL



Hertfordshire Vaccination Update

* All 23 GP-led sites in Hertfordshire now open

* Regional vaccination centre in Stevenage now open and vaccinating approximately 1000
people a day

 E&NHT has delivered just under 10,000 vaccinations and have a further 9,500 booked

* Transport to vaccination sites is available via HCC. Demand so far however is low. Taxis
can also be mobilised at a cost if required

* HCC is working with Ambulance service to set up a single number for transport queries
after referral from NHS booking system

* Residents and staff in more than 85 residential homes have now been vaccinated
* Vaccination eligibility criteria for frontline social workers has now been published

* Plans are being made to take vaccinations to people aged 80 and over who are
housebound
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https://www.healthierfuture.org.uk/covid
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Hertfordshire Resilience Update

* New variant is now the dominant strain in the East of England

* Lockdown is having some effect. 3-4 weeks lag before possible decrease in hospital
admissions

* Acute trusts remain pressured with high rate of Covid-19 related staff absence
* Critical care patients could be transferred out of Integrated Care System boundary

50% of older people care homes known to have a Covid-19 outbreak

Death registrations remain high with 50% indicating Covid as a cause

Pressure growing on care homes and deaths are sadly increasing

Districts working on staff deployment to assist NHS

Additional police patrols continue and officers are working closely with Covid Marshals,
EHOs and Trading Standards to ensure people follow lockdown rules
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Covid-19 testing

* Quick turnaround tests being given to every local authority in England
targeted at people unable to work from home

* Rapid testing for Key Workers to go live in Hertfordshire on 20%
January

* Local Testing Site at Primett Road is now live and operational
* Tests are by prior appointment only; designed as a walk-in centre

e Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre may go forward as a rapid test
centre

A keyworker test can be booked at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtest
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Outbreak Management and Compliance

Outbreak Management Compliance and Enforcement
* Definition of a "close contact" * Covid Marshals continue to
has been tightened maintain visible presence

throughout the town including

* Contact tracing demand
patrols of play areas

continues on an upward curve
* Reinforcing work from home

* Enhanced CT service with
message to employers

additional dedicated EH staff

set to commence early Feb * Multi-facetted approach to
supermarket covid security in train

* Sustained numbers of with Public Health Team

outbreaks and clusters in
workplaces
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Community and Housing

* Herts Help received 1700 calls last week, 500 more than the week before

* VPAC meeting twice weekly to consider Shielding arrangements, Herts Help
capacity and additional support for vulnerable groups

* Further discussions held around Free School Meals provision and some
emergency support arrangements being considered through Stevenage Helps

* Demand for SADA continues to grow, along with pressures on Safe Spaces
* National Leisure Recovery Fund bid submitted ahead of 15" January deadline

* Meeting held with National Lottery Fund to consider future community recovery
bid with VCS partners

* 178 households currently in Emergency, Temporary and B&B accommodation
at 8 January 2021

* Housing Rent Arrears = £1,095,064
* Court action delayed until 21 February 2021
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Grants Summary

* Total Business rate reliefs granted on Retail, Hospitality
and Leisure £21,797,100

* Total grants paid to date £14,669,634 of which
£2.26Million was paid out on 19 Jan (includes £1.3Million
of one off lockdown payment up to £9K)

* Total hardship payments top up council tax support of up
to £150 - awarded £524,222

* Track and trace payments (£500 per application) -
awarded £24,500
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Business support

LRSG (addendum)

* Grants to support businesses mandated to close during 2"4 lockdown
(5.11.20 to 1.12.2020) — applications close 31.1.2021

LRSG (OPEN)

* Grant Funding to support businesses open during 2.12.20 to 18.12.2020)
now LIVE

LRSG (CLOSED) 2.12.20 to 18.12.20 & 19.12.20 to 4.1.2021 (Tier 4)
* Businesses Mandated to close — Funding being administered
Christmas Support Payment for wet-led pubs:

* Grants of £1K available — applications close 31.1.21

LRSG (CLOSED) 5.1.2021

* Funding available to businesses mandated to close

Top — up one of payments announced by Chancellor

* £4-£9K to businesses Retail, Hospitality and Leisure

Employment support
for those facing
Redundancy
https://www.stevenage.g
ov.uk/business-and-
licensing/covid-19-
support-for-
businesses/redundancy-
support

Growth Hub’s COVID-
19 Business Resource
Page
https://r1.dotdigital-
pages.com/p/40Ql-
9KW/hgh-covid19
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Continuity, wellbeing and resilience

Oversight

* Continued focus on resource levels for key services, redeployment to priority areas and
support for the overall incident management arrangements such as vaccination efforts

* The spread of the pandemic is presenting challenges to parts of the organisation, for example
with increased absences in waste; housing options and independent living; and environmental
health such as contact tracing

* Significant efforts have been in place to focus on redeployment to the front line and how far we
can further support vaccination, NHS providers, covid marshals and contact tracing

Wellbeing and resilience

* Support is available via the Employee Assistance Programme, a resilience, mental health and
wellbeing support package, counselling and dedicated bereavement support
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Essential services update

Service area Operational status

Housing Operational, experiencing pressures in housing options based on both volume of demand
and vacant posts, and Independent Living

Customer Service Centre and OOH Operational with urgent only face to face services

Communities and Neighbourhood Services operational with redeployments from key services to other frontline

Environment services Operational and supporting waste and recycling front line via redeployment. May require
temporarily pausing non-discretionary services

ICT and Digital Operational

Payroll and payments Operational with particular capacity challenges

Planning, Housing Development, Operational. Pressures on Environmental Health related to outbreak management and

Regeneration contact tracing

Safeguarding, No More, ASB Operational with significant demand

Repairs, caretaking Operational but essential repairs only

Revs and Bens Operational and with significant demand related to additional grants payments -
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Communications update

#StaySafeStevenage Campaign ongoing -
digital/online/print

Focus on Stay at Home / Lockdown messages
Supporting vaccination rollout programme

Proactive comms and marketing of play area
closures

Digital screens/boards: In progress following
Director of Public Health support and approval

Frequently Asked Questions updated and CEC
presentations shared on the council’'s website
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