Covid-19 Update
Coronavirus Emergency Committee
7 December 2020

UK Covid-19 Position
• Whilst cases have continued to drop throughout most of England,

reduction has slowed and reversed in some areas including Stevenage,
Hertfordshire, London, Essex, Central Bedfordshire and Luton.

• 7 day rolling daily average hospital admission for Covid-19 patients

was 1,365 on 5 Dec, down 18.3% in 2 weeks from 1,671 on 19 Nov

• 7 day rolling daily average Coronavirus-related deaths at 441 on 3 Dec
up 9% from 405 on 19 Nov.

• The latest UK & England ‘R’ rate is down to 0.8-1.0 on 4th December
The East of England ‘R’ rate has also slightly decreased to 0.9-1.0

Cases, Deaths& Admissions update daily 4pm https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk
R rate updates every Friday afternoon www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-number-in-the-uk

Local & National Epidemiology
Following a
week where
confirmed
cases numbers
came down
across the
board,
unfortunately
provisional
data for last
week (to Fri 4
Dec) shows a
reversal in
Stevenage and
almost all Herts
boroughs,
London, Essex,
Central Beds
and Luton.
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Covid-19 Related Deaths in Hertfordshire
www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard

• Covid-19 related deaths in
Hertfordshire have
increased in the most
recent week data is
available, doubling to 30.

• As death occur some

weeks after confirmed
infection, these higher
numbers can be expected
for a few weeks more.

• In the most recent two

weeks (7-20 Nov), there
was no additional Covid-19
related death of a
Stevenage resident,
reflecting the town’s
delayed increase in cases.
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Over the last five weeks, confirmed cases of have been spread
across the town with no ward/msoa consistently higher than others
with 8 having briefly topped a rate of over 200/100,000 for a week,
with Roebuck the only ward having surpassed twice, and Shephall
the only ward consistently below a 100/100,000 rate.

24/09 – 19/11

133.0 (39)

Average rate per 100,000

5 weeks cumulative cases

https://hcc-phei.shinyapps.io/covid19_public_dashboard

Insights on tier assessment
The five indicators on which the JBC are assessing tiers:

•
•
•
•

case detection rates in all age groups,
case detection rates in the over 60s
the rate at which cases are rising or falling.
the positivity rate – the number of positive cases detected
as a percentage of tests taken

• pressure on the NHS, current & projected occupancy.

National Update
• Reviewed Tier system approved by Parliament and now live
• Over a million tests to be sent to care homes over the next month to ensure
care home residents can see their families at Christmas

• Shops will be allowed to stay open longer in the run-up to Christmas and in
January

• One-off £1000 Christmas grant for ‘wet-led pubs’ in tiers two and three. This is
on top of the existing £3000 monthly cash grant.

• Tier 3 areas are being invited by the Government to apply for support for
community testing to help drive down transmission.

• £16 million funding to be delivered across England through the charity

FareShare which will allow local charities to distribute food to people struggling
as a result of the pandemic.

• Vitamin D supplements to be offered to at-risk groups this winter

Covid-19 Vaccinations Update
• The MHRA has approved Pfizer/BioNTech’s Covid-19 vaccine as safe
• The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (CVI) has agreed that
vaccinations should be prioritised as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Residents and staff working in care homes for older adults and carers
All those aged 80 and over, frontline health and social care workers
All those aged 75 and over
All those aged 70 and over and clinically vulnerable individuals (not pregnant women and those under 18 years of age)
All those aged 65 and over
All individuals aged 18-65 with underlying health conditions
All those aged 60 and over
All those aged 55 and over
All those aged 50 and over

• Once this phase is complete, the JCVI has suggested those at increased risk of
contracting the virus due to their occupation, including first responders, military
personnel, teachers and public services could be prioritised

Hertfordshire Mass Vaccinations
• Three different delivery methods will be applied in order to reach all
parts of the population:
• hospital hubs – where we know the Pfizer vaccine can be stored safely
• local vaccine services – provided by GPs and pharmacies
• vaccination centres – large sites convenient for transport networks

• SBC continuing to work with the NHS (including Primary Care Trusts)
Hertfordshire County Council and other Districts and Boroughs to roll
out vaccine pods in response to mass vaccination programme.

• Further announcements expected this week about Vaccination
Centres in Stevenage and when they may go live

Hertfordshire Resilience Update
• Health Economy TCG and VPAC working on vaccine processes and staff
resourcing and co-ordinating volunteering

• Hospital Trust - acute admissions are still rising. East and North Herts Health

Trust seeing reduced Critical Care demand, this is now mirrored in other areas

• First walk-through COVID testing sites are now open at the University of

Hertfordshire’s de Havilland campus in Hatfield and County Hall in Hertford

• Two fixed locations (East and West) and a mobile capacity being proposed for
community testing. Scalable plan to be produced to bring capacity up to one
testing site per district if required.

• Student testing has commenced in order to allow students to return home to

their families. This could result in an increase in positive cases reported in the
County over the next few weeks

Hertfordshire Resilience Update
• PPE requirements to support 2021 election being discussed.
• Care Home Cell is carrying out a root cause analysis of outbreaks. 16 care
homes in the County selected for Lateral Flow testing.

• Series of tools and guides have been developed for both sports clubs and
out of school activities to help them operate Covid securely

• Communications:
•
•
•
•
•

Move to Tier 2.
Vaccination with potential strapline of “Get your life back to normal”.
Christmas: “Don’t let your guard down at Christmas” campaign
Promoting the self-isolation and domestic abuse campaign
Covid marshals

Outbreak management
• Contact tracing visits now

incorporating self-isolation support

• Common exposure settings follow-up
• Small number of workplace clusters
under investigation

• Self-isolation/enforcement

programme has been rolled out

Compliance and enforcement
• Initial covid marshalling plan stood-up 2nd
December

• New business restrictions implemented
including non-essential retail

• Support offered to businesses via face-toface visits

• Hardship Fund to help those on CTS up
to £150 is now live

• Track and Trace-self isolation payments
of £500 are also available

Community and Housing
• VPAC transition arrangements in place to offer local support to CEV’s via Herts
Help for a further period following lockdown.

• SADA service is being launched as a pilot in Hertsmere to meet increasing
demands.

• The following community and leisure facilities have re-opened:
•
•
•
•
•

Museum
Stevenage Arts & Leisure Centre
Stevenage Swimming Centre
Stevenage Golf & Conference Centre (Catering and Conference offer remains closed)
Fairlands Valley Park – Café

• 165 households currently in Emergency, Temporary and B&B accommodation
• Rent Arrears = £1.85M
• Covid Outbreak (4 cases) at one scheme

Business Support
Response to closure of Debenhams:

• Comms support highlighting support available from ourselves & partners
• Stevenage Economy Taskforce meeting acceleration to focus on coordination of support and create employment opportunities

• Aiming to support webinar to support those facing redundancy with CAB,
DWP +

• Liaison with Herts CC to support vaccination programme and
opportunities

• Regular Business Update sent info on new markets, EU Transition &
business requirements in Tier2

• Small Business Saturday campaign to promote small independent
businesses – incl. Press release sent

Business Grants Update
Live Schemes:
• LRSG (Closed) addendum - this scheme was for the period 5 November up to 2 December for
businesses with business rates forced to close

• ARG – the discretionary scheme is open for grants up to 31 March 2022. Businesses have a month

to apply and it covers certain types of businesses without rateable premises as well as those without

We are still waiting Government guidance for:
• LRSG (Closed) - for liable rate payers who are mandated to close for the period from 2.12.20, for
each 14 day period that Stevenage is in tier 2 (the tier could change as advised by the
government which would change the funding available)

• LRSG (OPEN) - for businesses impacted by the tier system but not closed - discretionary for the
period from 2.12.20, and for each period that we are in a relevant tier ( 2 or 3).-

• LRSG (SECTOR) - for businesses mandated to stay closed since March (Nightclubs)
• Pubs (wet) - compensation for public houses that are forced to shut

SBC Business Continuity and Workforce
• Focus on protecting vital frontline services
• Continued pressures on particular services in
•
•
•

housing, repairs, So Safe, Environmental
Health and a range of front line services
Additional capacity in place to support
contact tracing this week and for future
support for Stevenage Helps
Identified SBC colleagues who can support
the vital vaccination efforts
Preparing for Staff Awards (8th December)
to highlight the outstanding efforts across a
number of teams

Communications update
• #StaySafeStevenage Campaign ongoing digital/online/print

• Tier 2, Self-isolation and safety messages
shared on social media

• Reopening of the High Street and Town
Centre campaign with media partners

• Digital screens/boards: In progress following

Director of Public Health support and approval

• Frequently Asked Questions updated and
shared on the council’s website

